This case study explores the processes of research involved in the cross-national comparative case study of English and Italian football since 1930. It examines these through a succession of stages. The initial development of the research topic is outlined and the operationalization of the empirical research questions is explained in detail. The analysis of the data using Microsoft Excel is detailed and illustrated and the theoretical orientations that underpinned both the choice of research questions and their interpretation in the final published article are explored.
Introduction
The central purpose of this case study is to provide an explanation of how my article "Football, Nationalism and Globalization: A Comparison of English and Italian Football Between 1930 and 2010 " (Penn, 2013 , published in the European Journal for Sport and Society, was created. It also aims to outline the comparative case studies of football in England and Italy upon which it was based and the wider sociological set of concepts and theoretical approaches integral to the analyses and interpretation provided.
The research derived from my increasing general interest in the sociology of football over the preceding 10 years. This had produced a series of published articles in various British and Italian sociological outlets. These included research on stadia and also upon the behavior of spectators in both England and Italy (see Penn, 2004 Penn, , 2005 Penn, , 2006a as well as the incorporation of wider tropes from economic sociology-my traditional area of expertise-into the analysis of the economic and cultural aspects of football (see Penn, 2000 Penn, , 2002 Penn, , 2008 wanted to examine football sociologically using new theoretical and empirical approaches and to avoid the excessive (in my mind) emphasis traditionally within the field on spectator violence and football "hooliganism." I achieved this by examining football and health (Penn, 2009 ) and also the burgeoning relationship of football with the military (Penn & Berridge, 2016) . Another area that I focused upon from the start was the debate about globalization and football.
The Development of the Research Topic
The central aim of the research was to explore the globalization of professional football in the current era by examining the changing national origins of players, managers and owners in English and Italian football. The precise research topic developed through a series of iterations. This is standard practice in social science both in its qualitative (Bickman & Rog, 2009 ) and quantitative forms (Black, 1999) . Initially, I examined the national origins of players, coaches (managers), and owners in the English Premier League in 2010 in an attempt to explore the degree to which all three had increasingly global origins. However, it soon became apparent that these contemporary patterns needed to be contextualized through an historical comparison to establish how new they were. This led subsequently to a comparison of the same phenomena in the English First Division in 1970. (Between 1930 and 1992 Mondiale, 1988 /1989 (Presti, 1988 . This is an annual publication in Italy and parallels the I also retained hard copies of my categorizations and data collection in a folder which proved invaluable when writing the current article. As a matter of good practice, it is vital to retain copies of any data collected and transformations made through subsequent re-coding.
The Analysis of the Data: Theoretical Orientations
The analysis of the data was underpinned by three theoretical orientations. However, these did not in themselves prompt the research; rather, they molded my argument as it developed during the interpretation of the results. These three approaches derived from economic sociology in the main rather than the conventional tropes within the sociology of sport. The first involved exploring social change through the examination of long-term structural change. This form of analysis is associated with the French Annales school which pioneered the combination of historical, demographic and sociological methods of research (see Braudel, 1979; Burke, 1972; Le Roy Ladurie, 1978 and has been used recently by several authors to explore football and social change (James, 2016; Penn, 2013 .
The second involved the use of contingency theory which is anchored in organizational sociology (see Morgan, 2007) . This is based upon the insight that there is no best way to organize a corporation that can be deduced from theoretical first principles. Rather, there are a 
Nationalism
From its inception football has been powerfully affected by nationalism and national templates.
Football clubs are primarily regulated by national federations and compete in national leagues.
Traditionally, football players, managers (coaches), owners, and spectators all came from the same nation. National forms of social organization were the axial principle for football historically and remain powerful today. More recently a new form of globalization has emerged, and football can been seen as an exemplar of these changes (see Giulianotti & Robertson, 2004 , 2009; Maguire, 1999 . This encouragement supported the research discussed in this case study. In the end most of the research using Italian language sources was conducted using a dictionary. More recent data on Italian football is available in English from the annual European Football Yearbook.
The Connection Between the Data and the Explanation
The empirical evidence on the national origins of players, coaches and owners in England and
Italy involved a complicated data collection process. It also involved operational decisions on how to categorize such national origins. Nonetheless, the interpretation of the patterns uncovered were not determined by quantitative analysis. The descriptive statistics used in the research were mainly graphical in form, plus some tables (see Figure 2 and Table 1 ). Both graphs and tables were generated in Excel. Numbers never speak for themselves. The explanation had to be consistent with the empirical data but was also based upon extensive historical and contemporary research into a range of fields. These included the sociology of football in England and Italy but also the sociology of international migration and the regulation of national labor markets. This part of the research was much more time-consuming than the data collection and analysis. The overall interpretation was closely linked to the three conceptual/theoretical approaches outlined earlier.
The explanation incorporated the notions of deep structures and conjunctural change. The patterns uncovered were based upon a comparison of two national case studies and were contingent in nature: they depended on flows of players, coaches and owners that had been affected by specific circumstances. They were not determined outside human agency and can be reversed. Indeed, they may well change in the future. The interpretation of the empirical evidence involved a creative interplay between the conceptual frameworks that underpinned the overall hermeneutic process and the data analysis itself.
The Process of Publication
The process whereby an embryonic analysis becomes a published article in a scholarly for Sport and Society. The reviewing process, which involved two anonymous reviewers' reports and helpful comments from the editor (Professor Siegfried Nagel), required me to make further modifications to the text. The paper was accepted for publication in 2013. However, the publication process brought unexpected problems. The publisher of the journal at the time could not reproduce the graphical representations of the data in color (see Figure 3) . This was not stated on their website. Even more frustratingly they also did not like most of the black and white versions of the pie charts and graphs either (see Figure 3 )! They requested that they be converted to tabular firm. Only the clustered bar charts on page 358 of the published article (see Figure 4 ) survived this editorial cull and even this took quite a lot of persuasion! This was a disappointment to me as I am a firm believer that graphical representations of data are far better than conventional tables.
